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Friday 8 November: Listening in

20:00 – 21:15 Film Program 1   
 

Vever (for Barbara) 
Deborah Stratman
2019, 12’, USA, 16m to HD, English

A cross-generational binding of three filmmakers seeking alternative possibilities to power structures 
they’re inherently part of. The film grew out of abandoned film projects of Maya Deren and Barbara 
Hammer. Shot at the furthest point of a motorcycle trip Hammer took to Guatemala in 1975, and laced 
through with Deren’s reflections on failure, encounter and initiation in 1950s Haiti.

Mains Propres (Washed Hands) 
Louise Botkay
2015, 8’, Chad, DV, no dialogue

Recorded at a press conference organised by Unicef in Chad, Mains Propres gives us an unnerving insight 
in the economy of neo colonial dependence. Although more explicitly political than her other work, Mains 
Propres contains a number of key elements from Botkay’s oeuvre, such as the central position of the 
mother figure.

Fainting Spells 
Sky Hopinka
2018, 11’, USA, HD, English  

A modern mythology, Fainting Spells chronicles the history of the Xąwįska, a pipe plant used by the 
Ho-Chunk to revive those who have fainted. Through a layering of text, image, sound and light, the film 
oscillates between existing lore and youthful imagination.

Cry When it Happens / Llora Cuando Te Pase
Laida Lertxundi
2010, 14’, USA/Spain, 16mm, no dialogue 

A patient expanse of Los Angeles’ landscapes, Cry When it Happens moves between everyday 
experiences and the extraordinary promise of cinema. It oscillates between longing and belonging, as 
much as it gestures towards the temporality of youth.
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The Drift 
Maeve Brennan 
2017, 50’, Lebanon, HD 

The Drift explores the care, exchange, and shifting values of material objects in 
contemporary Lebanon. The film traces connections between the politics of heritage and 
unregulated economies in the region through its portraits of three main characters: the 
gatekeeper of the Roman temples of Niha in the Beqaa Valley, a mechanical engineer from 
Britel who trades automobile parts, and an archaeologist from the American University of 
Beirut. 

Conversation
Informed by investigative research, Maeve Brennan examines the material and socio-political 
histories of places of conflict and fields of research, through an ecological perspective 
attentive to the interactions between humans and geology. She will discuss her work with 
Hannah Paveck, staff writer for feminist film journal Another Gaze. 

Listening in the Dark 
Maeve Brennan 
2018, 43’, United Kingdom, HD 
  
Listening in the Dark explores the relationship between bats and human technologies, 
sounding other modes of perception to challenge anthropocentric understandings of the 
world. Drawing on archival footage and location shooting at key sites of bat and geological 
research in Scotland, the film interweaves a focus on echolocation and its role in WWII, with 
the ecological impact of wind turbines today. 

Continious:

L.COHEN 
James Benning
2017, installation

A rumination on change and time set to a Leonard Cohen song, artist and filmmaker James 
Benning’s film observes an Oregon farm field on a very unusual day.

PALMA 11 
Louise Botkay
2019, installation

An exercise in close-up and repetition, PALMA 11 springs from an interest in how we carry 
ourselves - bodily, culturally, geopolitically. 


